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Local man
pleads not
guilty in
Aguilar
murder case

COMMUNITY CHORALE
MONDAY (6:30-8 p.m.) Practice for
Christmas season concerts will be held
every Monday at the Massari Music Room,
Pine and State St. New members welcome—
no auditions. Info: Sharon Sorenson, 719-8463062.

Today’s Quote
“I know I am
but summer to
your heart, and
not the full four
seasons of the
year.”

Steve Block
The Chronicle-News

~ Edna St. Vincent Millay

n TUESDAY—SEP 18

LAS ANIMAS COUNTY
TUES. (9 a.m.) Board of County Commissioners regular meetings are held 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays in the Las Animas Courthouse, 200 E. First St., Room 201. Info: 719845-2568. COMMISSIONERS: Luis Lopez, II
(719-845-2595) and Mack Louden (719-8452592) and Dean Moltrer (719-845-2593).
SAMARITAN CLINIC
1st & 3rd TUESDAYS (9 a.m.-4 p.m.)
Here to serve the under-insured and noninsured community with free health care
and low-cost lab work, 413 E. Frost and corner of Linden Ave. Info: 719-846-3536.
DHS OPEN HOUSE
TUES. SEPT. 18 (2-4 p.m.) The community is invited to attend the Las Animas
County Dept. of Human Services Open
House at the new location in the former Las
Animas County Jail (Courthouse complex) 219
S. Chestnut St. Info: 719-846-2213.
TRINIDAD STATE
TUES. SEPT. 18 (4:30-6 p.m.) Want to
become an elementary teacher? Come to
this education informational meeting in the
Pioneer Room in the Sullivan Center, Trinidad
State Campus. Info: Kristen Trujillo, 719-8465552 or kristen.trujillo@trinidadstate.edu
PRIMERO SCHOOLS
TUES. (5 p.m.) District Board of Education meets 3rd Tuesdays in executive session with regular session that follows at 6 p.m.
in the Primero School Cafeteria, 20200 Hwy
12. Info: Tina East, 719-868-2715.
SANGRE DE CRISTO EVENT
TUES. SEPT. 18 (5:30 p.m.) “Surviving
the Unexpected” a free informative talk
for caregiver support will be held at the Ziccardi Room at Mt. Carmel, 911 Robinson Ave.
Info: 719-846-3060.
CITY COUNCIL
TUES. (5 p.m.) Regular sessions are
held 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Council
Chambers, City Hall, 135 N. Animas St. Info:
Audra Garrett, 719-846-9843. Mayor Phil Rico
and Council Members: Joe Bonato, Rusty
Goodall, Karen Griego, Carlos Lopez, Anthony
Mattie and Michelle Miles.

n PUBLIC SERVICE

TRINIDAD STATE
TUES. SEPT. 18 (4:30-6 p.m.) Want to
become an elementary teacher? Come to
this education informational meeting in the
Pioneer Room in the Sullivan Center, Trinidad
State Campus. Info: Kristen Trujillo, 719-8465552 or kristen.trujillo@trinidadstate.edu
PEACOCK BALL
SAT. SEPT. 22 (5:30 p.m.) Noah’s Ark
gala fundraiser dinner and dance for the
new animal shelter building will be held at
the Sebastiani Gym on Animas St. Must be
18 to attend. Corporate and individual tickets
available by pre-sale only at Noah’s Ark Thrift
Store, 719-846-8578.
C.F. & I. WORKERS ASSISTANCE
MON. SEPT. 24 (10 a.m.) If you worked
during the years 1969-1983 you may be
eligible for assistance. Come to the meeting
at the Trinidad Community Center, 1309 Beshoar Drive for more information. Info: UMWA,
719-846-2403.
BAR NI COMMUNITY GRANT
FRI. SEPT. 28 DEADLINE: The Bar NI
Ranch Community Fund is accepting
grant proposals for area non-profits. Info
and Proposal Pack: Tom Perry at tomandlindaperry@gmail.com
AGUILAR LIBRARY
NOW TO END OF SEPT. (Tues.-Sat. 10
a.m.-2 p.m. & Weds. 2-6 p.m.) Annual book
sale fundraiser will be held at the Aguilar Library. Great books, DVDs, more for low prices.
Info: 719-941-4426.

The Fine Print feature is a courtesy notice used to inform the public
of free upcoming public meetings,
events and benefits. Placement is
not guaranteed. For contributions
please call 719-846-3311 or e-mail
cathy@trinidadchronicle-news.com.

river Call

Purgatoire River Call as of:
09/14/2018. Baca Ditch: priority #3 - Appropriation Date:
11/30/1861.
Trinidad Reservoir Report:
Release 39.79 AF
Inflow 22.00 AF - 11.09 CFS
Evaporation 17.21 AF
Content 18,952 AF
Elevation 6,182.17
Precipitation 0

Down Stream Call: Highland
Canal -- Appropriation Date:
05/31/1866.

50 Cents
trinidad
Colorado

Photo by Cynthia Berresse Ploski / The Chronicle-News

Enjoy area’s season of many colors
This is the time of year the countryside abounds with the many colors of fall. The trees, shrubs and even
the scrub brush take on a different, almost festive look as the area’s night time temperatures grow chilly. It
is a perfect time to enjoy a quiet drive through Las Animas County and enjoy all there is to see.

A Trinidad man pled not guilty to two
counts of First-Degree Murder and not guilty
to two counts of First-Degree Kidnapping at his
arraignment hearing in Third District Court
on Thursday, September 13. Dominic Damelio,
age 20, has been charged in the death of Burchard Mitchell, age 39, of Trinidad, whose body
was found near County Road 43.7, two miles
west of Aguilar on Wednesday, May 9.
On Wednesday, May 23 County Sheriff’s
Deputies and Trinidad Police officers arrested Damelio on a warrant at a home in the 100
block of Burlington Street in Trinidad after a
brief standoff with deputies and police. The
County Sheriff’s Office and the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) jointly investigated
the crime.
An arraignment hearing is the initial court

Continued on Page 2 ...

Local bank changes ownership, hosts open house
Steve Block
The Chronicle-News
International Bank invited the public to an
open house on Wednesday, September 12 to
celebrate a change of ownership, as the seven
branch bank system was recently purchased
for $70 million by InBankshares Corporation,
a newly established bank holding company
founded by a group of seasoned banking executives. InBankshares is led by Edward Francis,
its founder, chief executive officer and president, who talked about the importance of small
town banking in today’s challenging environment in an interview during the open house.
International Bank opened a branch in the
Denver Metro area 10 years ago to add to its
legacy banks in northern New Mexico and Colorado with approximately $320 million in total
assets. Francis leads the management as they
work to expand their presence in the region.
“Today, when we bought the bank, half of the
loan portfolio was in Denver,” he said. “What’s
happened in Denver over the past several years
is that some of the community banks have been
sold to out-of-town institutions. In fact, the
two latest banks to have been sold, Co Biz and
Guaranty Bank, large regional banks in the $3
million to$4 million range, have recently sold.
Those transactions will close within the next
three or four months.
“That’s causing significant disruption in the
marketplace, as is Wells Fargo, which is having reputational issues, and we think there’s
an opportunity for a locally-owned bank, with
a very unique value proposition, and the fact
that we can deliver sophisticated technology
that customers are demanding today with a
very high level of service through our bankers.

City police officer
arrested, charged
with felony stalking
Steve Block
The Chronicle-News
A Trinidad Police officer has been arrested
and charged with a felony. On Monday, September 4 the police department received statements regarding misconduct by Officer Austin
Proctor.
Per department policy, Proctor was placed
on paid administrative leave during the inves-

Continued on Page 2 ...

weather watCh
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InBankshares Corporation, led by Founder, CEO and President Edward Francis recently purchased the
seven branch bank system that includes International Bank branches in Trinidad and Raton, New Mexico.
Open house celebrations were held in Trinidad on Wednesday, Sept. 12 and in Raton on Thursday, Sept.
13. Seen above, center, is Francis and Southern Region President Joey Degarbo, left, talking with attendees at the Trinidad event.
So the model is really about building a bank
around our bankers. If you think about where
technology is going and the fact that, especially
in metro markets, people don’t want to drive
two miles and take 30 minutes going to the
bank and 30 minutes going back, our ability to

deliver those products is very important.
“In community markets like Trinidad,
where people still like come to the branch bank
and see Joey DeGarbo and other folks, we run

Continued on Page 2 ...

New Medicare cards will be mailing soon
Jeff Hinson
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services –
Denver Regional Office
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Starting in September 2018, Medicare will
mail new Medicare cards to people with Medicare in Colorado, Montana, Utah and Wyoming, to help protect you from identity fraud.
The new Medicare cards no longer contain
your Social Security number, but rather a
unique, randomly-assigned Medicare number
that’s unique to you. The new card will help
protect your identity and keep your personal
information more secure. As soon as you receive your new Medicare card, you should
safely and securely destroy your old Medicare
card and keep your new Medicare number con-

Monday: Sunny, with a high near
90. West southwest wind 5 to 10 mph
becoming east northeast in the afternoon. Night: Mostly clear, with a
low around 58. East southeast wind
around 10 mph.

fidential.
You can start using your new card as soon
as you receive it. Your Medicare coverage and
benefits won’t change at all.
Medicare will automatically mail your new
card -- at no cost -- to the address you have on
file with Social Security. So make sure your
mailing address is up to date.
If your address needs to be corrected, contact Social Security at ssa.gov/myaccount or
1-800-772-1213. TTY users can call 1-800-325-0778.
If Social Security has your current mailing
address, there’s nothing else you need to do to
receive your new card.
Mailing everyone a new card will take time.
Your card might arrive at a different time than

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high near
88. West wind 5 to 10 mph becoming
east in the afternoon. Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 58. South
southwest wind 10 to 15 mph.
Wednesday: Sunny, with a high

Continued on Page 4 ...

near 86. South southwest wind 5 to 10
mph. Night: Partly cloudy, with a low
around 57. Southwest wind around 10
mph.
Thursday: Mostly sunny, high near
80. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.
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Gilbert E. Fisher, age 78,
passed away unexpectedly
at the River Walk Physical
Rehab Center in Pueblo, CO
on September 8, 2018;
Visitation will be Tuesday
from 3PM-7PM at the Comi
Chapel.
Funeral Services will be
held Wednesday, September
19, 2018 at 10AM at the
Comi Chapel.
Interment will follow at the
Trinidad Masonic Cemetery
Complete obituary to
follow.
Arrangements made under
the direction of the Comi
Funeral Home.
Robert Lee (Buddy)
Cordova

Photo by Brad Kirby / The Chronicle-News

A good crowd turned out for the International Bank’s open house at the Trinidad branch office on Wednesday, Sept. 12.

Local bank changes ownership, hosts open house
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... Continued from Page 1
a community bank model. Joey is
our Southern Region president, and
he has the responsibility for making
sure we’ve got the right kind of skills
and customer service levels in our
branches. So it’s a little mix of the old
and the new.”
The Moore and DiLisio families
founded International Bank in 1918
in Raton, N.M. It operates branches
in Trinidad and Aurora in Colorado,
and Raton, Cimarron, Springer and
Angel Fire in New Mexico. Mostly,
these are small town markets with
small businesses trying to thrive.
Francis was asked what International Bank could do to help smaller
businesses. “We’re doing several
things,” he said. “We’re developing a
whole new suite of products, both on
the deposit side and on the loan side,
so we can help customers both with
their paying and receiving so they
can manage their accounting functions. You use your checking account
to buy inventory, then when you sell
it, the money goes into your checking
account. We’re developing products
around that to make that process
much more efficient, and to make it
safer from a technology standpoint
and avoid fraud.

“We’re also developing some loan
products for small business, that will
help them if they’re growing and
need to finance receivables or finance
equipment or real estate. We’re putting better products and services in
place for those folks.”
Francis is a native of Southern
Louisiana with a bachelor’s degree
in Banking and Finance from Ole
Miss University (the University of
Mississippi), and a master’s degree
in Banking from LSU with a teaching background included. He and his
wife, Stephanie, have two sons and
two daughters, though their nest will
soon be empty.
Agriculture is one this area’s biggest industries, and he was asked
what International Bank could do to
help area ranchers. “Ranching is like
a lot of other cyclical businesses. It
has its highs and lows, so I think what
we can do to help ranchers is that we
will have some services for them. In
the good times we need to tell that
those good times are not always here.
When the days are good you’ve got to
put the money away, and have some
for times like this. It’s part of the cycle and it’s been that way since cattle
were first brought to this part of the

country, I think about 150 years ago.”
He praised Joey DeGarbo for his
contributions to banking in Trinidad.
“He’s a huge asset. There’s a reason
why he’s the regional president. He’s
also a huge asset in Trinidad, too. He’s
part of the reason why we thought so
highly about the bank and wanted to
buy it. You don’t want to have a skeleton bank. You want a bank that has
good people in place to run it. We feel
extremely great about Joey.”
He was asked if he had anything
else to say to the Trinidad community. “I think the message is come
by and check it out. It’s a new feel, a
new vibe. Culture is very important
to this company, and when you walk
through the door you’re going to see
our core values posted. We want to
be very transparent about how we do
business. We want to be sure we’re
giving good, straight, honest answers. Sometimes that answer is no,
but we want be the bank you can trust
and we want you to give us a shot.
We’re going to have a much broader
array of products and services than
we had at one time. I think you’ll get a
great opportunity here to have a bank
that you’ll want to stay with for a long
time.”

Local man pleads not guilty in Aguilar murder case
... Continued from Page 1
appearance in a Colorado criminal case. Attorney Alex
Raines of Alamosa represented Damelio at the arraignment hearing, while Deputy District Attorney Matt
Holmes represented the prosecution in the arraignment
hearing presided over by Third District Court Judge Les-

passed away August 25,
Funeral Home Hospice
65 Comi
2018
at Pathways
Center in Loveland, CO after
a brief illness.
He was 66.
He was born in Trinidad,
Colorado on December 30,
1951 to Margaret M.
(Forestello) and Frank Veltri.
He attended and graduated
from Hoehne High School in
1969.
He attended TSJC and
then CSU , Ft.Collins
graduating in 1977, receiving
a degree in Agronomy.
Tom was employed by
Western Sugar Company
and then the Front Range
Energy as an operator until
his retirement.
He enjoyed riding his
snowmobile. Tom had a
green thumb and grew
beautiful roses.
Preceding him in death is
father Frank Veltri.
He is survived by his
mother Margaret Veltri of
Hoehne, brother James
(Patsy) Veltri of Dolores, CO,
niece Frances Green,
Monument, CO, other
relatives and friends.
Funeral Services will be
held Monday, September 24,
2018 with Rosary at 9AM at
Comi Chapel followed by the
Funeral Mass at 10AM at
Holy Trinity Church.
Inurnment will follow at the
Trinidad Catholic Cemetery.
Arrangements made under
the direction of the Comi
Funeral Home.

lie J. Gerbracht.
Judge Gerbracht set a full day of motions hearings in
the case, beginning at 9 a.m. on Thursday, December 27,
while a 10-day trial is set to begin at 9 a.m. on Monday,
Feb. 25, 2019.

Robert Lee (Buddy)
Cordova, age 73, passed
away at home, surrounded
by his loving family on
September 9, 2018.
He was born in Trinidad,
CO on July 29, 1945 to Flora
(Lopez) and Leo Cordova.
Robert worked for the Las
Animas County Road and
Bridge as a grader operator
for 27 years.
Robert loved dancing and
listening to country music,
visiting with family, and
friends, Van and Donald
Swift.
He is preceded in death by
parents, Leo and Flora
Cordova, brother and sister
in law, Rodney (Joann)
Cordova.
He is survived by his
daughters, Danielle (Wayne)
Saiz, Tenaya (Casey) Faith,
11 grandchildren, 9 great
grandchildren, brothers Leo
(Pat) Cordova, Filbert
(isabelle)Cordova, Dennis
Cordova, Edmund (Maria)
Cordova, sisters, Phyllis,
Anita and Deena along with
Renee Abeyta , Bill Stanton,
and numerous nieces and
nephews.
Rosary will be recited
Thursday, September 20,
2018 at 7PM at Holy Trinity
Church.
Funeral Mass will be
celebrated Friday,
September 21, 2018 at 1PM
at Holy Trinity Church.
Inurnment will follow at the
Trinidad Catholic Cemetery.
Escorts are Kyler, Nate,
James, Andru, Kody and
Slayton.
Arrangements made under
the direction of the Comi
Funeral Home.

Memorials

In Loving Memory of
Dorothy Griego
Who passed away 5 years
ago September 17, 2013

Five years have come and
gone, The ache in our hearts
still lingers on. If steps could
be made with heartaches By
adding a teardrop or two, We
would build a stairway to
heaven And climb it each
day to see you. Our beautiful
memories will always keep
you near.
Sadly missed by Randy,
Loretta and Crissy.

IN MEMORIAM
Andres “Bolo” Montano
03/20/1967 — 09/16/2015

Thomas Anthony Veltri

City police officer arrested, charged with felony stalking
... Continued from Page 1
tigation. The investigation concluded Thursday, September 13, 2018 and at approximately 3 p.m., Trinidad Police
Department officers arrested Proctor on a warrant, according to a police department press release.

Your life was a blessing,
your memory a treasure,
you are loved beyond words
and missed beyond measure.

Proctor was transported to the Huerfano County Jail on
a $5,000 cash or surety bond. He has since posted bond. He
faces charges of Stalking, a class 5 felony; and harassment,
a class 3 misdemeanor.
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Thomas Anthony Veltri,
former resident of Hoehne,
passed away August 25,
2018 at Pathways Hospice
Center in Loveland, CO after
a brief illness.
He was 66.
He was born in Trinidad,
Colorado on December 30,
1951 to Margaret M.
(Forestello) and Frank Veltri.
He attended and graduated
from Hoehne High School in
1969.
He attended TSJC and
then CSU , Ft.Collins
graduating in 1977, receiving
a degree in Agronomy.
Tom was employed by
Western Sugar Company
and then the Front Range
Energy as an operator until
his retirement.
He enjoyed riding his
snowmobile. Tom had a
green thumb and grew
beautiful roses.
Preceding him in death is
father Frank Veltri.
He is survived by his
mother Margaret Veltri of
Hoehne, brother James
(Patsy) Veltri of Dolores, CO,
niece Frances Green,
Monument, CO, other
relatives and friends.
Funeral Services will be
held Monday, September 24,
2018 with Rosary at 9AM at
Comi Chapel followed by the
Funeral Mass at 10AM at
Holy Trinity Church.
Inurnment will follow at the
Trinidad Catholic Cemetery.
Arrangements made under
the direction of the Comi
Funeral Home.

Deeply missed by,
Brothers and Sisters
Family and Friends

